The Four Men Of The Epoci,
Official history prepared by the Congress government may not
accept it, but India's independence is the result of four impartant
factors:
(a)   Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak's clarion call for Indepen-
dence. It was the starting point.
(b)   Mahatma Gandhiji's Satyagraha Movement.
(c)   Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's Azad Hind Fouz, and
(d)   Jayaprakash's August Revolution.
The last two are like twins. The former operated out side the
borders of India and the latter worked from inside. A part from high
- profile leaders whose names frequently figured in the media, the
common man made a substantial contribution to the freedom move-
ment. While some people enjoyed the fruits of freedom, thousands
of people languished in poverty and remained in obscurity.
In Annapoornaiah's opinion, there are four epoch making men
who made sterling contribution to the freedom and cultural devel-
opment of the country. They are Tilak, Gandhiji, Netaji and
Jayaprakash. He looked upon Tilak as his Guru, although he had
no personal contact with him. With the other three he moved closely
and maintained cordial and personal relations.
A public meeting was held in Calcutta on 12-6-1953 when the
Forward Block merged with Praja Socialist Party. Annapoornaiah
played an active role. Jaya Prakash Narayan delivered a speech in
which he said: ""Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji who made greater
contribution to the war of independence than any body else, are not
with us today. It is highly regrettable that they are not available in
our midst to lead us in the construction of New India - Gandhiji's
Sarvodaya tradition, Netaji's nationalist tradition and democratic
socialist tradition have now merged together. A mighty force will
emerge from this unprecedented and auspicious combination. What
ever their outward names, there is a laudable objective, a goal be-